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Toward the last of April, Mr. Hill finally took alarm. He happened, just then, to be in Seattle, and noticing in the market reports the enormous transactions in Northern Pacific stock and the rapid advance in the quotations of both common and preferred, he felt a premonition of impending trouble. He did not know what had happened, or what was likely to happen; but inasmuch as his ally, Mr. Morgan, was in Europe, he thought that he himself ought to be in New York, where he could investigate the exhibition of fireworks in Northern Pacific shares, find out what caused it, and follow closely the course of events. He therefore called upon the operating officials of the Great Northern to give him at once the fastest possible special train to St. Paul with unlimited right of way over everything. The superintendent of the western division furnished the " special" immediately and said to the locomotive engineer: "The road is yours to St. Paul; everything else on the line will be held up to let you pass." The train pulled out of Seattle with a clear track ahead of it and made the quickest run to the Mississippi River that had ever been made up to that time.
Mr. Hill arrived in New York on the afternoon of Friday, May 3d, and went at once to the office of Kuhn, Loeb & Co. to see Mr. Schiff.1 In reply to an
1 Hill and Schiff were old personal friends and the latter had been a director in the Great Northern Company.